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ROUTINE SCREENING AND LINKAGE TO CARE FOR HIV,  
HCV, STIs AND OPIOID MISUSE SAVES LIVES AND MONEY
Too many cases of HIV, hepatitis C (HCV), and sexually transmitted infections (STls)  
go undiagnosed, delaying care and risking accidental transmission. Routine screening  
saves money because early care and prevention costs less and reduces future cases.

Emergency Departments (EDs) are a strategic 
access point for routine HIV, HCV and STI 
screening as many people who are at greatest risk 
turn to EDs for care. Routine screening in EDs is 
cost-effective.1 

In 2022, over 1.6 million cases 
of chlamydia, 648,000 cases of 
gonorrhea, and 203,000 cases 
of syphilis were reported in the 
U.S. and are estimated to cost 
more than $1.1 billion annually 
in direct medical costs, despite 
being preventable infections.9

The number of syphilis cases has increased 80%, 
and congenital syphilis has increased 138% in the 
past 5 years.10 The best way to prevent congenital 
syphilis is with increased testing and treatment 
for pregnant women.

Infant hospitalizations for congenital syphilis-
related reasons cost 4.5 times more than infant 
hospitalizations for other reasons11 – But treating 
syphilis during pregnancy costs as little as $15, 
effectively preventing congenital syphilis altogether.12

Why Hospitals

HIV Costs Avoided

Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) Costs Avoided  

Hepatitis C (HCV) Costs Avoided

Opioid Related Costs Avoided

Emergency Departments serve 
approximately 140 million people each 
year and are a critical source of care for 
many vulnerable populations, including 
racial and ethnic minorities.2 
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Nearly 40% 
of new HIV 
infections are 
transmitted by 
people who 
are unaware 
of their HIV 
status.4

Treatment for HCV is highly 
effective, and most people  
can be cured in as little as  
8 weeks.7

Investing in HCV treatment 
comes at a cost of about 
$19,000; but not treating  
HCV can result in lifetime  
costs more than $200,000, 
saving more than $181,000.8

7 in 10 people with HIV saw a 
provider prior to diagnosis and 
failed to be diagnosed.3

Untreated HCV is the leading cause 
of liver cancer and liver failure, 
but because there is not enough 
screening, 40-50% of people living  
with HCV do not know they have it.6

One study found that half of overdose 
deaths occurred within three months 
of an emergency department visit.13

Injection drug use increases a person’s risk of HIV, HCV, 
and other infectious diseases; 1 in 10 HIV diagnoses are 
among people who inject drugs, and injection drug use  
is the number one risk factor for HCV transmission.15

Early detection and 
prevention of HIV can 
save more than $330,000 
per person.5

$330,000

$181,000
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Overdose deaths  
have skyrocketed in the 
last decade; Opioid-
involved overdose deaths 
rose from 50,000 in 2019 
to 82,000 in 2022.14
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