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Central Florida HIV Planning Council 
 

World AIDS Day (WAD) Workgroup Meeting Minutes 
November 14, 2025 
 
Call to Order: The World AIDS Day Workgroup was called to order by the Workgroup Chair, Rene 
Cotto-Lewis at 2:05 PM via Webex.  
 
Participants Present (all via Teleconference): Rene Cotto-Lewis, Charlie Wright, Pedro Huertas-
Diaz, Sueanne Vazquez 
 
PCS Staff Present: David Bent, Whitney Marshall, Laura Perez 
 

Approval of the 
Agenda:  

The workgroup reviewed the meeting agenda and approved it as 
presented.  

Approval of the 
October 30 Minutes: 

The workgroup reviewed the October 30 minutes and approved them as 
presented. PCS will correct the date.  

Open the floor for 
Public Comment:  

 There were no public comments. 
 PCS did not receive any comment cards.  

New Business:  

Final Event Flow Review and Updates  
David Bent informed the committee that the award recipient for the 
Lifetime Achievement Award declined the nomination. David will follow up 
to clarify and confirm, and if they truly do not want the award, it will go to 
the individual with the second-highest number of votes for the category. In 
the future, all potential award recipients will be notified at the nomination 
stage in order to avoid this possibility. PCS will be reaching out to all 
nominees to confirm their attendance at the event and to inform the 
recipients that they have won.  
 
Whitney Marshall gave a final overview of the event flow, and PCS 
provided the following updates:  

 PCS received a video from the Orange County Mayor with the 
county & city proclamations. 

 PCS is still waiting to hear from an Orlando city representative to 
see who will be presenting the physical proclamation on the city’s 
behalf. 

 A draft of the script for the host has been created. The event host 
will be Monica May. 

 Regarding the event flow, the history of WAD will be part of the 
welcome and opening remarks, and the event agenda will be 
updated to reflect this change. 

 HFUW did reach out to Anna Eskamani to have her speak at the 
event, but there is no guarantee that she will be able to attend the 
entire event as there are conflicting events on the same day, so she 
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is not listed on the agenda. Rene Cotto-Lewis is currently listed for 
presenting the closing remarks and call to action.  

 The HFUW Events team ordered little plant pots as event favors for 
the tables to fit with the theme. 

 
The Committee chair suggested that next year’s event workgroup have a 
vice-chair as he is unable to stay for the entire length of this meeting.  
 
Call for Volunteers  
PCS informed attendees that links to sign up for the volunteer positions 
are not out yet, but a message to keep an eye out for the links can go out 
in today’s newsletter and the volunteer positions will be posted on socials 
once the links are ready. Gabriella Rodriguez is handling the quilt 
ceremony volunteers, and volunteers are still needed for setup and 
breakdown.  

Announcements: No announcements.  

Action Items 

Responsible Party Item 

PCS 
Reach out to all award nominees and recipients to get confirmation that 

they will attend the event 

  

Next Meeting: The event is taking place Saturday, December 6th!  

Adjournment:  2:27 PM 

Prepared by: 
Laura Perez 

Date:  11/24/2025 

Approved by:    Date:   


